
From the Office of the Minister  
Diane Dodds MLA 

 
Mr Owain Campton 
owaincampton@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Our Ref: CORR-3879-2020 
 

20 July 2020 
 
Dear Owain 
 
Funding of NI Postgraduate Students 
 
Thank you for your open letter, issued via email on 9 July 2020, on behalf of 
yourself and your fellow students outlining your concerns regarding the current 
level of financial support available through the postgraduate tuition fee loan in 
Northern Ireland. As Minister for the Economy, Higher Education falls within the 
remit of my Department. 
 
As you are already aware, since 1 September 2017, Northern Ireland (NI) 
domiciled students commencing Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, 
Taught or Research Master’s courses in the UK have been eligible to apply for a 
fee loan of up to £5,500. This is non-means tested and is to help with course costs. 
This loan was introduced by the then Minister following a review of postgraduate 
support and a supporting public consultation. The consultation only considered 
postgraduate loan options due to no resource budget availability to consider the 
introduction of a postgraduate grant product, which would help with living costs, or 
other costs beyond tuition fees, associated with undertaking postgraduate study. In 
addition, it was decided not to make the loan available to NI domiciles studying in 
the Republic of Ireland (RoI) as, at that time, the RoI Government did not provide 
postgraduate support in any form. 
 
The issues which you have highlighted in your correspondence are well recognised 
by my Department, and these, along with the changes in the postgraduate funding 
landscape across the UK and RoI since the introduction of the postgraduate loan 
product in NI, have led to my officials commencing a review of the wider 
postgraduate landscape in NI. As part of this review, my Department will consider 
the current levels of postgraduate funding available to Northern Ireland students 
and also what is currently available to students in other areas of the UK and RoI. 
Of course any outcomes of the review, particularly in relation to the levels of 
financial support available, will be dependent upon the funding which is available to 
my Department over the coming years. 
 
I trust this response is helpful. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 
DIANE DODDS MLA 
Minister for the Economy 


